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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
PRESS RELEASE – KUALA LUMPUR INTERNATIONAL AUTOMOTIVE CONFERENCE 2018, ‘Beyond
Mobility, Moving Sustainably’
Kuala Lumpur, 21 November 2018 – The Asian Strategy & Leadership Institute (ASLI) and the
Malaysian Automotive Association (MAA) co-organized the Kuala Lumpur International
Automotive Conference at the Malaysian International Trade & Exhibition Centre (MITEC), Kuala
Lumpur.
As Malaysia enters the 4th Industrial Revolution, it has become more pertinent than ever to
incorporate technological revolutions into the automotive industry. At the same time, it is vital
that the industry addresses the sustainability of its current and future practices. The Kuala
Lumpur International Automotive Conference provided an encouraging space for local
automotive stakeholders and industry experts to exchange ideas and foster collaboration. The
theme, ‘Beyond Mobility: Moving Sustainably’, references the synergic benefits promised by
improved digital connectivity, in increasing efficiency and improving sustainability.
Welcome remarks were delivered by Tan Sri Ramon Navaratnam, Board Director of ASLI; and
Datuk Aishah Ahmad, President of MAA. In line with the theme of ‘Beyond Mobility: Moving
Sustainably’ Tan Sri Ramon expressed optimism at the idea of Malaysian automotive industries
developing advanced mobility technologies to tap into the wider ASEAN market. However, he
also reminded that improving public transportation should be the government’s main priority
and expressed hope that Malaysia’s joint venture with Indonesia will make our domestic
automotive industry more robust. In the meantime, Tan Sri Ramon said that we should look to
Thailand with the vision of forming a federation of ASEAN automotive institutes He also opined
that the government should let the private sector lead the way forward and embrace its role as
regulator instead.
Datuk Aishah announced that, as we enter the 4th Industrial Revolution, continuing
advancements in motoring technology requires assimilation of artificial intelligence, connectivity
and renewable energy into the automotive industry to stay efficient. Going forward, she stressed

that the views of thought leaders must be seriously considered by industry players to better
anticipate market challenges and growth opportunities.
We were also incredibly honored to have the presence of YB Dr Ong Kian Ming, Deputy Minister
of International Trade and Industry. He started his speech by stating the importance of the
Malaysian automotive industry towards the national economy, which is 4% of the total GDP. YB
Dr Ong explained that under his government, the revised National Automotive Policy (NAP) –
which will be released early next year, will incorporate increased digitization in the
manufacturing and sales aspects of the automotive industry. Among other things, the third
national car project will be outlined in the NAP. There is no allocation for this project in the 2019
National Budget, so one of the main considerations would be financial stability of the company
that would be taking up the tender. At the same time, he reminded us that environmental
concerns cannot be ignored, so growth needs to be in line with the United Nation’s seventh
Sustainable Development Growth Goal. He added that Prime Minister Tun Dr Mahathir envisions
our 3rd national car to utilize advanced technologies in order to gain global market share. He also
pointed toward an increased focus on exports using the ASEAN Free Trade agreement to
penetrate a higher percentage of the ASEAN market. To conform to higher euro emission
standards, Dr Ong said that his government has approached notable Japanese automakers for
advice.
The speeches were followed by full-day panel sessions that revolve around topics related to the
event’s theme. Resourceful automotive players from all parts of the supply chain and thought
leaders from leading Malaysian think tanks took the opportunity to analyze and explore feasible
ways to successfully harness the potential of technological advancements. Towards the end of
each panel session, the audience were also given a fair opportunity to participate in robust
discussions.
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