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Industry Captains (Chairmen, 
Presidents, Board of Directors, CEOs, 
MDs)

Industry Players and Entrepreneurs

Senior Government Officials

Investors, Analysts, Economists, 
Researchers and Consultants 
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Anyone interested in business and 
investment opportunities in Sarawak
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WHO SHOULD ATTEND?

Gain insights on business and investment opportunities and challenges in Sarawak particularly in the areas of human 
capital, infrastructure and connectivity, energy, manufacturing, agriculture and tourism to assist in your organisation’s 
strategic planning

Learn from industry experts on the critical things in key areas to look out for as Sarawak
progresses toward its goal of becoming a high-income state 

Participate in the premier platform to voice your concerns to key policy makers and
play a role in shaping the economic future of Sarawak

Take advantage of unique opportunities to broaden your network and form partnerships 

WHY ATTEND?
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Sarawak is the largest state but only the third largest economy in Malaysia, contributing approximately 10% of national growth. The state 
government has launched a long-term development plan (SETP or Sarawak Socio-Economic Transformation Programme) and allocated 
close to ¾ of its annual budget for development in order to sustain economic growth and narrow the rural-urban development gap to propel 
the state towards its goal of becoming a high income state by 2020.

Sarawak’s economy is expected to grow at 4% this year, with growth of public and private investment anticipated at 3.3% and 6.8% 
respectively. A critical area of focus is the development of human capital to become the principal driver of growth, supporting the state’s 
move into services, greater value-added manufacturing and knowledge/capital intensive agriculture. 

The 3rd Sarawak Business and Investment Summit will be a timely platform to review the state government’s strategic direction, fresh from 
its newly received mandate to lead the state in its final push towards becoming a high income state. This summit aims to provide 
up-to-date business and investment outlook to help industry captains, entrepreneurs and regulators reassess their plans in the near and 
medium terms to achieve their respective business goals and the state’s lofty ambition. Key areas to be covered include human capital, 
infrastructure and connectivity, energy, manufacturing, agriculture and tourism.



8.30 am – 9.15 am Registration 

9.15 am – 10.30 am 

SESSION 1 - ADVANCING HUMAN CAPITAL, THE CORNERSTONE OF GROWTH 
From 2016 to 2020, the State Government is focusing on human capital development especially in terms of R&D capabilities to move 
Sarawak’s economy up the value chain and boost per capita income. This session reviews the adoption of English as second official 
language; the expansion of educational opportunities taking into consideration gender and age inclusivity; as well as the importance of 
Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) to complement University Education in order to prepare sufficient quantity and 
quality of human capital to meet the government’s objectives. 
 
KEYNOTE: 
• YB Dato’ Sri Richard Riot Jaem, Minister of Human Resources Malaysia 

10.30 am – 11.30 am 

OPENING PROGRAMME 

WELCOMING REMARKS: 
Tan Sri Dato’ Dr. Michael Yeoh, Chief Executive Officer / Director, ASLI 
 
OPENING KEYNOTE: 
“ADVANCING SARAWAK AFTER THE STATE ELECTIONS: KEY CHALLENGES AND PRIORITIES” 
YAB Datuk Patinggi Tan Sri Dr Hj Adenan Hj Satem, Chief Minister of Sarawak 
 
Memento & Group Photograph 
 
Morning Refreshments & Networking 

11.30 am – 12.45 pm 

SESSION 2 - ENHANCING INFRASTRUCTURE & CONNECTIVITY, THE LIFEBLOOD OF DEVELOPMENT 
Being important enablers – air, sea, land and telecommunication connectivity are being constantly upgraded to facilitate development 
and modernisation efforts in the state. Of these, telecommunications recorded stellar improvement from 40% to 113% (mobile) and 
40.2% to 78.3% (broadband) within a span of five years. Upgrading and construction of the Pan Borneo Highway is progressing on 
schedule while the primary seaports have been enjoying combined throughput growth of more than 20% over the past decade. However, 
air connectivity is still weak with limited flights to and from regional hubs. This session will look into the short, medium and long-term 
plans for infrastructure and connectivity to meet Sarawak’s present and future needs. 
 
KEYNOTE: 
YB Dato’ Sri Hj Fadillah Hj Yusof, Minister of Works Malaysia 

12.45 pm – 2.15 pm 

LUNCHEON PROGRAMME 

LUNCHEON ADDRESS 
“UPGRADING RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN SARAWAK TOWARDS EQUITABLE DEVELOPMENT: THE ROLE OF GOVERNMENT 
AND BUSINESS” 
YB Datuk Amar Douglas Uggah Embas*, Deputy Chief Minister of Sarawak 
 
Networking Lunch 

2.15 pm – 3.30 pm 

SESSION 3 - SARAWAK CORRIDOR OF RENEWABLE ENERGY, THE CATALYST OF GROWTH 
Sarawak offers reliable and inexpensive supply of energy to serve the power needs of various industries, making the state a natural 
choice for investors. In 2015, it received MYR11.8 billion worth of approved investments in the manufacturing sector which was mainly 
concentrated on energy, metal, and electronics and electrical within the primary growth nodes of SCORE. This session examines the 
supply and demand of power within SCORE to attract investors in order to ramp up Sarawak’s capabilities to become a high-tech, high-
value-added industrial base. 

3.30 pm – 3.45 pm 

SPECIAL PROGRAMME 

SPECIAL KEYNOTE: 
“TOWARDS A GENDER-INCLUSIVE SARAWAK” 
YB Dato’ Sri Rohani Abdul Karim*, Minister of Women, Family and Community Development Malaysia 

3.45 pm – 4.45 pm 

SESSION 4 - ENCHANTING SARAWAK, THE TREASURE TROVE OF EXCITEMENT  

Last year, the tourism industry contributed approximately 9.3% towards the state’s GDP. Foreign arrivals registered an almost 500,000 
drop but their average per capita expenditure increased by $80 to $2624, which aligns with the focus of both government and industry 
players to steer away from mass tourism and focus instead on culture, adventure and nature (CAN). Sustainability being a key 
consideration, this session examines how Sarawak can best position itself to capitalise on opportunities and mitigate challenges 
presented by CAN moving forward. 

4.45 pm – 5.45 pm 

SESSION 5 - MODERNISING AGRICULTURE, DELIVERING BETTER VALUE SUSTAINABLY 

Agriculture remains the largest employer in Sarawak, and contributes more than 15% of our nation’s total agricultural output. The state 
is building up its aquaculture sector alongside food crops, cash crops and livestock. Economic diversification has necessitated 
modernisation and innovation to improve yield and value, as well as increased the demand for these agricultural inputs in downstream 
food processing. This session will look into the most prudent means to generate higher value from our agricultural produce while ensuring 
long-term sustainability.   

5.45 pm  End of Summit and Refreshments 

 



ASLI promotes dialogue, understanding and better relations amongst Government, 
Business and Civil Society in ASEAN as well as the wider Asia-Pacific region through 
conferences, policy roundtables and strategic forums.  ASLI is an independent 
non-profit Think Tank ranked as one of the world’s and region’s top Think Tanks.  ASLI 
provides strategic analysis and advice on critical issues and bring people together to 
exchange views, develop policy options and key recommendations.  With over 20 years 
experience, ASLI is a bridge between Government, Business and Civil Society. Our 
programmes have been participated by Heads of States / Governments, CEO’s, 
Ambassadors and emerging young leaders.  ASLI is also the secretariat for several 
bilateral Business Councils.  ASLI’s Centre for Public Policy Studies (CPPS) engages in 
public policy analysis, policy advocacy and roundtables and is ranked as No. 6 in 
Asia-Pacific in a Global Study on Think Tanks.
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