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Sarawak Rises: Driving Diversified Growth 



Overview 
Covering a land area of 124,000km�, Sarawak is the largest state in Malaysia. Rich in natural resources, the state is one of the 
largest exporter of tropical timber globally and possesses vast reserves of oil, natural gas, and minerals such as silica sand, kaolinitic 
clay and coal. Sarawak’s contribution to Malaysia’s overall GDP is approximately 10%. It aims to become a high-income state by 
2020 and the richest state in the country by 2030. The Second Minister of Finance, YB Dato’ Sri Wong Soon Koh expected the 
services (tourism and utilities), construction and manufacturing sectors to drive Sarawak’s GDP growth this year, which is projected at 
4%. Though important, mining and quarrying as well as agriculture are expected to record slower growth. Datuk Patinggi Tan Sri 
Adenan Satem, Chief Minister of Sarawak highlighted his administration’s focus on infrastructure especially the Pan Borneo Highway 
Project to bring about rapid development and open up greater economic opportunities, as well as on rural development to close 
the urban-rural economic divide.

The 2nd Sarawak Business & Investment Summit will be a timely platform to assess the government’s expectations for the services 
(tourism and utilities), construction and manufacturing sectors to drive Sarawak’s GDP growth this year as mining and quarrying 
as well as agriculture slows down; and to provide strategic direction to both the private and public sectors to capitalise on the 
rapid development of the state. 

The summit aims to provide an up-to-date economic outlook to help industry captains, entrepreneurs and regulators reassess 
their plans in the near and medium terms to achieve their respective business goals and the state’s lofty ambitions. Key areas to 
be covered under the Sarawak Corridor of Renewable Energy (SCORE) are the priority sectors of tourism, construction, manufacturing 
and agriculture.

Who Should Attend?
• Industry Captains (Chairmen, Presidents, Board of Directors, CEOs, MDs)
• Industry Players and entrepreneurs in tourism, construction, manufacturing and agriculture
• Senior Government Officials
• Investors, Analysts, Economists, Researchers and Consultants
• Academics
• Anyone interested in business and investment opportunities in Sarawak

Why Attend?
• Gain insights on business and investment opportunities and challenges in Sarawak particularly 

in the sectors of tourism, construction, manufacturing and agriculture to assist in your 
 organisation’s strategic planning

• Learn from industry experts on the critical areas to look out for as Sarawak progresses
 toward its goal of becoming a high-income state and the nation’s richest state 

• Participate in the platform to voice your concerns to key policymakers and play 
 a role in shaping the economic future of Sarawak

• Take advantage of unique opportunities to broaden your network 
 and form partnerships 



08:15  Registration

  Session One
  Construction & Infrastructure Development: Building for the Future

  The construction sector in Sarawak is expected to grow by 5% this year as 
more development projects under the 10th Malaysia Plan move into 
their �nal phase of implementation.  Infrastructure projects for roads, 
water supply systems, electricity supply systems, airport, port and 
telecommunications will be the main driver. The most important include 
the Pan Borneo Sarawak Highway which kicked o� recently as well as the 
Baleh Hydroelectric power project and Kuching Centralised Wastewater 
Management System Package 2 that could take o� soon. This construction 
boom is expected to continue under the 11th Malaysia Plan and as the 
state’s urbanisation continues to accelerate. This session looks into the 
continuing opportunities in Sarawak’s construction sector, especially 
within SCORE as well as related challenges and issues requiring urgent 
attention. 

09:00  Keynote

09:20  Panel Discussion

  OPENING CEREMONY

10:20  Welcoming Remarks 
  Tan Sri Dato’ Dr Michael Yeoh Chief Executive Officer & Director
  Asian Strategy & Leadership Institute

10:30  Opening Keynote Address
  YAB Datuk Patinggi Tan Sri Dr Hj Adenan Hj Satem* Chief Minister 
  Sarawak

10:50  Refreshments

  Session Two
  Sarawak Corridor of Renewable Energy: Powering the Future

  The Sarawak Corridor of Renewable Energy (SCORE) is the second largest 
of Malaysia’s �ve economic corridors. Covering over 70,000km, the 
corridor has more than 5 million hectares of land suitable for agriculture, 
over 80 million tonnes of silica sand and 1.2 billion known oil reserves as 
well as renewable energy such as hydropower. SCORE concentrates on 
the development and supply of energy and human capital as well as 
infrastructure to support the 10 priority sectors of aluminium, glass 
industries, steel, oil-based industries, palm oil, �shing and aquaculture, 
livestock, timber-based industries, marine and tourism. This session aims 
to assess SCORE’s achievements to date as well as highlight the latest 
opportunities available and e�orts in addressing on-going challenges 
including �nancing options.       

11:15  Presentations
 
12:15  Discussion

  Lunch

12:45  Luncheon Talk

13:00  Networking Lunch 
 
  

  Session Three
  Tourism in Sarawak: The Home of Adventure

  Tourist arrivals to Sarawak have soared from 3.3 million in 2010 to above 
4.3 million in 2013. The tremendous growth is contributed in part by 
improved air connectivity, especially via no-frills airlines. The current 
challenges are therefore to increase revenue and yield while conserving 
the natural environment and resources. To do so, the Sarawak Tourism 
Board is developing several segments – beach, nature and wildlife; 
culture and heritage; fun and leisure; shopping; education and corporate 
social responsibility; and medical tourism. This session will explore how 
stakeholders in Sarawak’s tourism industry could come together to 
address these challenges moving forward in order to realise the state’s 
potential to become an exotic environmental and luxury destination.

14:30 Presentations
  
15:00 Discussion

  Session Four
  Driving Manufacturing Growth: Attracting Investors and Bene�ting 

from ASEAN Integration

  Generous incentives have attracted investors from across Asia into Sarawak 
to produce a wide array of products ranging from aluminium ingots to 
processed foods. This is boosted by robust trade ties within the region and 
further reduction to trade barriers within ASEAN post-AEC. Manufacturing 
ranked just behind services, having attracted MYR 52.1 billion worth of 
investments in 2013, mainly to SCORE. Export of manufactured goods have 
grown consistently year-on-year, from MYR 4.8 billion in 2009 to MYR 7.5 
billion in 2013. The in�ux of foreign investors provides partnership 
opportunities for local SMEs, and the Regional Corridor Development 
Authority (RECODA) is actively encouraging their development in SCORE. 
This session will discuss on how to further improve Sarawak’s 
attractiveness as the regional manufacturing hub for BIMP-EAGA and 
ASEAN as well as the opportunities and challenges this endeavour 
presents to foreign investors and local manufacturers.

15:30  Presentations
 
16:00  Discussion

  Session Five
  Revisiting Agriculture: The Future of Agro-Based and Plantation 

Industries

  Modern agriculture has been an integral part of Sarawak’s economic 
diversi�cation e�orts since the 1980s. It is Sarawak’s largest employer, 
providing livelihood for about a quarter of the population. Sarawak 
also plays a central role in the nation’s agriculture sector. Several of its 
components are listed as priority sectors in SCORE and Tanjung Manis has 
been designated as the centre for upstream and downstream agriculture 
and aquaculture activities. The productivity, competitiveness and 
sustainability of this sector, as well as the agro-based industry are central 
considerations under the purview of the Ministry of Modernisation of 
Agriculture Sarawak. This session examines the progress of modernisation 
and commercialisation of agriculture, and how best to address the 
obstacles and challenges that are slowing the sector’s growth.

16:30 Keynote

16:50 Panel Discussion

  Closing Ceremony

17:40  Closing Address 
  YB Datuk Dr Wan Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar* Minister
  Natural Resources and Environment, Malaysia

18:00   End of Summit & Refreshments

Notes:
• (*) represent invited but yet to confirm role-players
• ASLI is a PSMB/HRDF training provider
• The Organiser reserves the right to alter the content and timing of the programme in the best interest of the Summit and is not responsible for cancellations due to unforeseen circumstances
• The Organiser accepts no responsibility for statements made orally or in written material distributed by any role-player at the Summit. In addition, the Organiser is not responsible for any 

copying, republication or redistribution of such statements
• Copyright © Asian Strategy & Leadership Institute (ASLI) 2014. ® All rights reserved.
• Programme as of 17 August 2015
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REGISTRATION FEES

2nd Sarawak Business & Investment Summit

PAYMENT METHOD

FOR PRIVATE SECTOR
The organiser reserve the right to stop any registered delegate from taking part in the event if no proof of 
payment can be presented.  This only applies to registered delegates who have NOT paid the registration 
fees prior to the event date.

FOR GOVERNMENT SECTOR
A Local Order (LO) or letter of approval to participate must be presented before the event.

PAYMENT
The fee must be paid in advance of the event. Walk-in delegates with payment will be admitted on ‘space 
available’ basis. Cheques or bankdrafts should be crossed and made payable to Asian Strategy & 
Leadership Incorporated Sdn Bhd.

Payee name : Asian Strategy & Leadership Incorporated Sdn Bhd
Bank account : 3089034201
Bank : Public Bank Bhd
Branch : Bandar Sunway
Bank address : 48 & 50, Jln PJS 11/28A, Bandar Sunway, 46150 Petaling Jaya, Selangor
Swift Code : PBBEMYKL

BANK TRANSFER CHEQUECASH

Send/fax this entire form (or a photocopy) to: 

ASIAN STRATEGY & LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE (ASLI)
1718, Jalan Ledang, Off Jalan Duta, 50480 Kuala Lumpur 
Tel: 2093 5393 Fax: 2093 3078 Toll-free: 1 800 88 3096   
www.asli.com.my

SUBSTITUTION/CANCELLATION
Substitution is allowed for a registered delegate. Please note that all payments must be 
made prior to the event proper. For cancellation, a refund minus 10% service charge will be 
sent to the said delegates if cancellation is received in WRITING by 1st October 2015. No 
refund will be made for cancellation received after 1st October 2015.

Normal Registration Fee RM1800.00 + 6% GST per delegate

Special Group Discount RM1600.00 + 6% GST per delegate
(minimum 3 participants)

Government/NGO RM1500.00 + 6% GST per delegate

Approving Manager’s Name

Position

E-mail

To unsubscribe from our mailing list

Signature:                                        Date:

I have read the Personal Data Protection Notice (posted on http://www.asli.com.my/?p=personal-data-protection) 
and consent to Asian Strategy & Leadership Institute (ASLI) processing my personal data in accordance with it.

I would like to receive marketing materials from ASLI

Human Resource
/Training Manager

Tel         Fax

E-mail

To unsubscribe from our mailing list

Signature:                                        Date:

I have read the Personal Data Protection Notice (posted on http://www.asli.com.my/?p=personal-data-protection) 
and consent to Asian Strategy & Leadership Institute (ASLI) processing my personal data in accordance with it.

I would like to receive marketing materials from ASLI

Organisation’s Name

Mailing Address

Bankdraft/Cheque No.

Bank  Amount

8th October 2015 | Kuching, Sarawak

  

Please indicate the nature of your business

1st Delegate

Dr/Mr/Ms

Position

Tel       Fax

E-mail

To unsubscribe from our mailing list

Signature:                                        Date:

I have read the Personal Data Protection Notice (posted on http://www.asli.com.my/?p=personal-data-protection) 
and consent to Asian Strategy & Leadership Institute (ASLI) processing my personal data in accordance with it.

I would like to receive marketing materials from ASLI

2nd Delegate

Dr/Mr/Ms

Position

Tel       Fax

E-mail

To unsubscribe from our mailing list

Signature:                                        Date:

I have read the Personal Data Protection Notice (posted on http://www.asli.com.my/?p=personal-data-protection) 
and consent to Asian Strategy & Leadership Institute (ASLI) processing my personal data in accordance with it.

I would like to receive marketing materials from ASLI

3rd Delegate

Dr/Mr/Ms

Position

Tel       Fax

E-mail

To unsubscribe from our mailing list

Signature:                                        Date:

I have read the Personal Data Protection Notice (posted on http://www.asli.com.my/?p=personal-data-protection) 
and consent to Asian Strategy & Leadership Institute (ASLI) processing my personal data in accordance with it.

I would like to receive marketing materials from ASLI

Asian Strategy & Leadership Institute (ASLI) recognises the importance of protecting your personal information and is committed to the compliance of the Personal Data Protection Act 2010.
Visit  http://www.asli.com.my/?p=personal-data-protection to view our Personal Data Protection Notice, which sets out, among others, the types of personal information we collect, how we 
process your personal information and our contact details if you have any queries.

ASLI promotes dialogue, understanding and better relations amongst Government, Business and Civil Society in ASEAN as well as the wider Asia-Pacific 
region through conferences, policy roundtables and strategic forums. ASLI is an independent non-profit Think Tank ranked as one of the world’s and 
region’s top Think Tanks. ASLI provides strategic analysis and advice on critical issues and bring people together to exchange views, develop policy options 
and key recommendations. With over 20 years experience, ASLI is a bridge between Government, Business and Civil Society. Our programmes have been 
participated by Heads of States / Governments, CEO’s, Ambassadors and emerging young leaders. ASLI is also the secretariat for several bilateral 
Business Councils. ASLI’s Centre for Public Policy Studies (CPPS) engages in public policy analysis, policy advocacy and roundtables and is ranked as No. 
6 in Asia-Paci�c in a Global Study on Think Tanks.

ABOUT
ASLI

For registration or further information, kindly contact:

David Selvan
Direct Line: +(603) 2093 2933
General Line : +(603) 2093 5393 ext 220
Mobile: +(6019) 305 8020
email: david.selvan@asli.com.my

Edora Rhazali
Direct Line: +(603) 2093 2996
General Line: +(603) 2093 5393 ext 208
Mobile: +(6013) 281 6718
email: edora@asli.com.my

Noor Syazwani Amin
Direct Line: +(603) 20934859
General Line: +(603) 20935393 ext 210
Mobile: +(6014) 307 7101
email: waniamin@asli.com.my

Nurul Rashidah Rashid
Direct Line: +(603) 2093 7393
General Line : +(603) 2093 5393 ext 223
Mobile: +(6018) 225 4281
email: rashidah@asli.com.my

For speaking opportunities, 
kindly contact:

Elaine Kok
email: elainekok@asli.com.my


