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Prime Minister Najib 

Vice Chairman Zeng 

Delegates, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

On behalf of the Boao Forum for Asia, I would like to extend a warm 

welcome to you and all the delegates attending the Energy, Resources & 

Sustainable Development Conference in Kuala Lumpur.  

 

This is the first time that the Boao Forum for Asia holds a conference in 

Southeast Asia, but Malaysia is not new to the Forum. As is known to you 

all, the Forum was initiated after the 1998 Asian Financial Storm which 

victimized many Asian economies and caught them unprepared. Asia 

came to realize that we need more coordinated efforts and unite against 

such crises in the future. That’s how the Boao Forum for Asia was 

brought into being by 28 initial countries, with a mission of promoting 

still higher level of economic integration to bring Asian countries closer 

to their development goals. 

 

Malaysia is one of the 28 initial countries of the Boao Forum and has been 

a key supporter ever since. Malaysian statesmen, government officials, 

CEOs and opinion leaders have attended the forum’s annual 

conferences and events, contributed to various Boao initatives and 

solutions, and helped forge and spread Asian opinions on key challenges 

facing our dynamic region. This March, we were honored by the presence 

of Prime Miniser Najib at our annual conference in Boao, China and much 

impressed by his speech at the Opening Plenary where he was joined by 

15 other state and government leaders from Asia and around the world. 

 



Much progress has been made since this last Boao Forum, but much 

remains to be done. The Boao Forum for Asia has identified 

energy/resources and financial cooperation as two key areas where Asia 

could do more together. For the past few years, we have successively held 

energy/resources conferences in Perth and Seattle. Now, we are in 

Malaysia, a key Asian player in energy and resources and an innovative 

thinker in sustainable development.  

 

We will have a full day for discussion, focusing on a number of 

outstanding issues and challenges. For example, what can we do to 

smooth out price fluctuations as none of us can benefit from either hikes 

or plummeting from a long-term perspective? What kind of partnership 

or cooperation can we conceive for Asia on energy and resources? And, 

in this connection, will the One Belt, One Road initiative offer such a 

platform to translate the idea of Asian energy/resources cooperation into 

action? 

 

I look forward to getting inspiring answers to all these questions at the 

end of the day. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our local partner, ASLI, and 

Mr. Michael Yoeh for making this event possible. 

 

Thank you!  


