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Ladies and gentlemen,  
 

1. Good afternoon and Salam Sejahtera.   
 

2. This year marks 41 years of China-Malaysia ties. China has long been an 
important partner to Malaysia, ever since our independence. Looking back, we 
have the honour of being  the first ASEAN nation to establish diplomatic ties 
with China, an important milestone in the beginnings of China’s economic 
reform as it first started to open up to the world. 

  
3. Today, China is the world’s second largest economy, as well as Malaysia’s 

largest trade partner. Undeniably, the nation also plays a significant role in 
ASEAN’s stability and prosperity. 
 

4. Malaysia, as the chair of ASEAN this year, is honoured to play hosts to the 
Boao Forum for Asia (BFA) Energy, Resources and Sustainable Development 
Conference under the theme of “One Belt and One Road” & Asian 
Energy/Resources Cooperation. . This is the first Boao Forum to be held in 
Malaysia and another testament to the strength of China-Malaysia ties. 

  
Malaysia is ready for the ‘Belt and Road Initiatives’ 
 
5. Since 2008, Malaysia has been China’s largest trade partner in ASEAN for 6 

consecutive years, as well as the third largest in Asia, after only Japan and 
South Korea. In 2014, our bilateral trade reached an impressive USD102 
billion. 
 

6. In commemoration of 40 years of China-Malaysia ties last year, Chinese 
Premier Li Keqiang met with our Prime Minister YAB Dato’ Sri Mohd Najib Bin 
Tun Haji Abdul Razak and a memorandum on ‘Science, technology and 
industry on defense’ was signed.  
 

7. The two countries envisage a USD160 billion trade quantum by 2017, with 
the ‘Belt and Road Initiatives’ as an important catalyst towards this end. 
 

8. Under the Initiatives, it is expected for increasing connectivity between China 
and ASEAN to help stimulate trade and business activities in the two regions 
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and enable entrepreneurs from both sides to jointly tap the huge market of 1.9 
billion, as well as providing endless investment opportunities for 
China’s muscular capital base. 
 

9. A study by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) revealed that, between 2010 
and 2020, the Asian region will need USD8 trillion, or USD800 billion yearly for 
infrastructure development. We believe that, by China’s positioning of 
infrastructure development as one of its core strategies, the ‘Belt and Road 
Initiatives’ will play an important role in ASEAN’s economic and infrastructure 
development.    

 
 Ladies and gentlemen, 
 

10. Malaysia is primed to participate in these initiatives. We are blessed to be 
strategically located within ASEAN and in control of the all-important 
international shipping route, the Straits of Malacca. Our main ports at Port 
Klang, Penang, Kuantan and Tanjung Pelepas, Johor are all deep-water 
ports that are strategically located. 

  
11. Malaysia boasts a conducive investment environment in terms of our 

investment in infrastructure and free trade zones.  
 
12. With our recently announced 11th Malaysia Plan, we look to spend some 

RM236 billion  to develop our 5 economic development corridors, including 
Iskandar Special Region, Sabah Development Corridor, East Coast 
Economic Region, Northern Corridor Economic Region and Sarawak 
Recyclable Energy Corridor. 

  
13. In addition, the proposed construction of the high-speed railway (HSR) 

system from Kuala Lumpur to Jurong in Singapore is in line with China’s 
Pan Asian Railway proposal, to link Singapore with Kunming, China.  

 
14. In the event that China is successful in its bid for the project, the very first 

HSR in Southeast Asia-expected to take 6 years to complete, forming an 
integral component of the ‘Belt and Road Initiatives’.  

 
15. It is abundantly clear that Malaysia’s infrastructure set-up and investment 

climate is primed to embrace the era of the ‘21st  
 
Malaysia as China’s gateway to ASEAN and the Muslim world 
  
Ladies and gentlemen,  
 
16. With a population of over 20 million Muslims, there exists a matured halal 

industry in China, which can take advantage of Malaysia’s vast experience 
in the industry to venture into the 1.5 billion population Muslim market, of 
which 62% reside in South and Southeast Asia.    
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17. Malaysia is known for its expertise in the halal industry, with 21 halal 

industrial estates, and as the centre for international halal trade, apart from 
maintaining close relationship with Organization of Islamic Countries (OIC) 
and other international Muslim organizations. Recently, the Malaysian 
Muslim Chamber of Commerce reached an agreement with its Chinese 
counterpart to set up a halal trade centre in Yiwu, Zhejiang province, 
indeed a good start for China-Malaysia halal industry co-operation. 

 
18.  Malaysia plays an important role as the gateway for China to enter 

ASEAN given our multi-racial and multi-lingual environment. Of late, our 
government has sent Malay students to learn Chinese in China. These 
graduates will be assigned to teach their newly-acquired language skills in 
national primary and secondary schools.  

 
19. The Malaysian government clearly values this bilateral relationship as 

evidenced by its emphasis in developing Chinese proficient talent. 
  
20. Furthermore, as Malaysian Chinese, we learn the language from young 

and are proud of having the most complete Chinese education system in 
Southeast Asia. It is an advantage for Malaysian Chinese to be able to use 
the Chinese language as well as inherit and pass on Chinese culture, 
giving us the opportunity to play the part of an important intermediary for 
bilateral trade between China and Malaysia. 

  
21. Generally, Malaysian Chinese converse in Chinese, English and Malay, as 

well as other dialects such as Cantonese, Hokkien, Teochew, Hakka and 
many more. Anyone from China will find our trade environment friendly and 
we are ever willing to assist China to explore the ASEAN market hand-in-
hand. 

 The ‘Belt and Road Initiatives’-a win-win project 
  
Ladies and gentlemen,  
 
22. The Boao Forum for Asia this year is themed ‘The new future for Asia-

towards collective fate groupings’, which is very much in line with ASEAN’s 
vision to realize the AFTA in 2015. And the ‘21st Century Maritime Silk 
Road’’ under the ‘Belt and Road Initiatives’ will be an important external 
contributing factor towards the realization of AFTA.   

 
23.  Apart from infrastructure development, The ‘Belt and Road Initiatives’ will 

also emphasize on enhancing intra-Asian policy co-operations, 
consolidation of finance, liberalization of trade and people-to-people 
communications, similar to the benefits and vision of the AFTA. 

 
24. The China-led Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and New Silk Road 

Fund will without doubt positively impact the connectivity between the ‘Belt 
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and Road Initiatives’ policy and AFTA, especially in promoting regional 
trade, investment and economic development. 

 
25. We believe that in the medium to long run, the Initiatives will be key 

catalysts in accelerating the regional economic consolidation process, 
stimulating bilateral trade, investment and financial activities between 
China and ASEAN as well as strengthening China’s position as the most 
important economic and trade partner for ASEAN, creating a win-win 
situation for both. 

 
26. China and ASEAN are inseparable trade partners with China being 

ASEAN’s largest trade partner since 2009. From 2011, ASEAN has been 
China’s third largest trade partner with bilateral trade reaching USD480.4 
billion in 2014 and with a USD500 billion target this year and we hope to hit 
the USD1 trillion target by 2020. 

 
 Ladies and gentlemen,  
 
27. China has a population of 1.3 billion to boost its domestic demand. 

However, the fact that it is facing an aging population is evident. Expansion 
to overseas goods and trade market is now a challenge facing China.  

 
28. ASEAN’s relatively younger population is not only a huge consumer 

market but a sizeable source of human capital as well. ASEAN possesses 
the world’s third largest workforce and is home to 600 million.  

 
29. With 60% of ASEAN’s population under the age of 35, the population 

bonus will be advantageous to regional development. To the Chinese 
investors in ASEAN, a young and creative population is an invaluable 
asset. To ASEAN, job opportunities brought about by trade with China will 
also reduce unemployment rates, a win-win situation. 

 
30. If the Pan Asian Railway proposed by China were to pass through Vietnam, 

Laos, Myanmar, Cambodia, Thailand and Malaysia to reach Singapore, it 
will certainly benefit these countries, as well as provide land transportation 
for Chinese goods, increasing the pace for trade and revenue. 

 
31. ASEAN is working hard to consolidate its regional economy before the end 

of 2015 and reducing the rich-poor gap between member countries by way 
of enhancing intra-ASEAN logistics, tangible facility development, as well 
as corporation-to-corporation and people-to-people communications.  

 
32. The ‘Belt and Road Initiatives’ will propel ASEAN into a huge supply 

market for workforce and resources. This coupled with external know-how 
and capital will stimulate ASEAN’s economic development. 
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33. As the Malaysian Transport Minister, I must stress that ‘The ASEAN Master 

Plan for Connectivity’ proposed by ASEAN is similar to  the ‘Belt an Road 
Initiatives’ in that, both propagate logistics connectivity, enhancing ties 
among participating countries, promoting regional trade, investment, travel 
as well as people-to-people communications. 

 
34. The ASEAN-proposed road and railway networks connecting ASEAN 

countries and the development of short-distance shipping routes, will 
complement the logistics component under the proposed ‘21st Century 
Maritime Silk Road’ as well as encourage joint efforts between China and 
ASEAN to collectively develop public infrastructure, benefiting 
governments and private enterprises on both sides. 

 
35. This strategy corresponds with the Cultural Field political framework I 

proposed, which aims to assist small and medium industries (SME) to 
improve on their competency to venture beyond Malaysian shores to 
overseas market. In the process of deepening China-Malaysia relationship, 
both governments may, through government-to-government agreement 
and GLC-to-GLC co-operation, help to increase competency of SMEs on 
both sides and position themselves in the bigger market in the Asia Pacific 
region.    

 
Ladies and gentlemen,  
 
36. ASEAN with its many developing countries is facing challenges in terms of 

energy, resources and sustainable development.  
 
37. In Malaysia, the fall of international oil prices has impacted Malaysia to a 

certain extent. We are transforming our economy and looking to improve 
our economic source. 

 
38. Sustainable development for the environment as well as human resources 

is the challenge faced by ASEAN countries. We need to look at ways to 
optimise the usage of resources and retain talent, as well as how we can 
resolve environmental issues using new technologies. Apart from energy, 
resources and sustainable development, we must also hold in-depth 
discussions on other areas such as technology, electronics, the internet, 
education, culture and the like. 

 
39. China’s experience in completing the development process that took the 

West a few centuries in merely a few decades to emerge as the world’s 
second largest economy, may not be something that can be duplicated but 
certainly it is a valuable learning for ASEAN countries. 

 
Moderation-an ASEAN mutual understanding 
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40. Malaysia as the ASEAN chair has the support from member countries to 
uphold moderation in our approach. ASEAN as a multi-cultural region with 
multiple political systems is in urgent need of moderation to collectively 
move forward in terms of policy and approach. 

 
41. The moderation concept propagated by Prime Minister YAB Dato’ Sri Mohd 

Najib Bin Tun Haji Abdul Razak, is based on the Islamic concept of 
Wasatiyyah, as mentioned in the Langkawi Declaration. The word 
denotes ‘fair and reasonable’ and in terms of international relations, it 
signifies mutual respect, forgiveness and tolerance and to use negotiations 
to alleviate or eradicate tensions and conflicts. 

 
42. Recently, Professor Du Weiming from Beijing University, while giving a talk 

on ‘Moderation in multi-cultural society’ at UiTM, stressed that ‘we need to 
have dialogs not only between different races, backgrounds and religions, 
but to compile past and present dialogues as well.’ I think this is also 
applicable to international relationships. 

 
43. Therefore, the moderation concept propagated in Confucianism and the 

Koran’s Wasatiyyah are the same. In fact, moderation is respecting each 
other’s differences and being acceptant of diversity. In this inter-dependent 
era, we as Asians need to stick together, all the more reason for us to 
bridge the China-ASEAN relationship. 

Inspiration from Zheng He’s West sea adventure 
 
Ladies and gentlemen,  
 

44. We believe that China’s peaceful renaissance and the ‘Belt and Road 
Initiatives’ will be an extension of the very spirit behind Zheng He’s west 
sea adventure. I sincerely hope that this forum will deepen ASEAN’s 
understanding towards the ‘Belt and Road Initiatives’ and for us to reach a 
consensus on regional development, for the betterment of our collective 
future. 

 
45. Thank you. 


