
 
 

WELCOMEING REMARKS 
BY 

YB DATO’ SRI ABDUL WAHID OMAR 
MINISTER IN THE PRIME MINISTER”S DEPARTMENT, 

MALAYSIA 
 
 

12
th

 ASEAN LEADERSHIP FORUM 
FORWARD ASEAN: ONE COMMUNITY, ONE VISION, 

ONE PEOPLE 
 

26 APRIL 2015 
 

MANDARIN ORIENTAL KUALA LUMPUR 
MALAYSIA  



Your Royal Highness Sultan Nazrin Muizzuddin Shah, Sultan of Perak 
 
The Honourable President U Thein Sein, President of Myanmar and Chairman of ASEAN in 
2014 
 
The Honourable Samdech Hun Sen, Prime Minister of Cambodia 
 
Your Excellency Khemmani Phosena, Minister of Industry and Commerce, Laos 
 
Your Excellency Gregory L. Domingo, Secretary of the Department of Trade and Industry, 
Philippines 
 
Your Excellency C. Y. Leung, Chief Executive of Hong Kong Special Administrative Region 
 
Tan Sri Michael Yeoh, Chief Executive Office of ASLI 
 
Excellencies 
Distinguished Participants 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I am pleased to extend a very warm welcome to all of you. I am delighted to welcome so many 
Leaders of ASEAN Member States as well as the Chief Executive of Hong Kong SAR to this 
Forum. 
 
2. Your presence here today is a clear testament that the annual ASEAN Leadership 
Forum is gaining traction and growing support. In this regard, I applaud Tan Sri Michael Yeoh, 
the Chief Executive of the Asian Strategy & Leadership Institute, or better known as ASLI, as 
well as his dedicated team of staff for their success in organizing this well-attended Forum. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
3. ASEAN has been the hot topic of discussions in recent times, moving to the centre of 
attention as the region experiences favourable social-economic conditions against the backdrop 
of slowing global growth. This no doubt is due to our potential to become an economic 
powerhouse, once ASEAN integration, and with it the integrated economic community, takes off. 
ASEAN is among the fastest growing regions in the world, at more than 5% per annum with 
various factors supporting a continuous positive trajectory in the years ahead. Today, no one 
doubts the viability nor the stability of ASEAN. 
 
4. Malaysia is proud to once again host the ASEAN Summit. Our over-arching theme of 
creating a People-centred ASEAN has gained traction and tremendous support, not least 
amongst the ASEAN Leaders themselves. What is even more heartening is the sheer number of 
ASEAN-related activities organized not only in Malaysia but elsewhere in the region. Further, 
more and more of them are being organized by the CSOs rather than Governmental entities. In 
fact, we have arrived at an age where the responsibilities of Leaders and Ministers extend 
towards the people directly, rather than only towards government and big business. 
 
5. Therefore, I was pleased to learn of ASLI’s initiative in organizing an ASEAN Young 
Leaders’ Roundtable, which brought together 50 young ASEAN Leaders to deliberate on future 
challenges facing the younger generation in ASSEAN. This focus on the younger generation is 
most welcome; our interaction with our youth is critical to the success of ASEAN. The young 



generation must have a greater sense of belonging to ASEAN, with a sense of ASEAN identity 
and consciousness. This demographic dividend has yet to be realized; but once we do, it will 
prove a significant factor in charting ASEAN’s future. Thus, we must exercise a sense of 
urgency in designing policies which will maximize the potential of our young people. 
 
Excellencies 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
6. ASEAN owes it success to the fact that it has enjoyed more than 40 years of peace and 
prosperity in Southeast Asia. As the 7th largest economy in the world at USD2.4 trillion with 625 
million people in 2013. ASEAN is projected to be the 4th largest economy by 2050. Keeping the 
peace and ensuring the continued growth and prosperity of ASEAN requires that we remain 
united, committed to ASEAN ideals, cohesive, pragmatic yet idealistic, visionary and certainly 
bold. These are prerequisites as we march towards greater growth at home, and greater 
influence in the world beyond our shores. 
 
With that, I wish you fruitful deliberations and a successful outcome, so that it will inform ASEAN 
in our discussions and policy-making decisions. 
 
Thank you. 


