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I am honored to speak on behalf of President Aquino. Allow me to 
share with you his message for this occasion:  

Today, in this gathering, we are asked to look beyond the horizon 
and envision our aspirations for ASEAN. It is indeed enriching to see 
how ASEAN has evolved and grown in strength since its inception, today 
standing as a solid pillar of stability and growth in the world; today, on 
the cusp of becoming one community. As we look back on all we have 
accomplished together, we are reminded that we cannot be content; that 
there is still much more to do for all our peoples. The development of the 
region rests not only on the governments that lead it. As leaders, we 
must also engage our peoples in treading the same path, towards 
realizing our aspirations as one ASEAN community. That is why we are 
here today: to engage businessmen and key stakeholders in our shared 
quest to realize a more progressive, more inclusive, and more people-
driven ASEAN.  

Perhaps you will allow us to share some insights from the 
Philippines. We believe that the success that the Philippines has seen 
these past few years may have some lessons to impart. Against all 
odds, we have improved our economic climate, and indeed, we can say 
that we owe all of this to each and every Filipino.  

Then, as today, our principle is simple: Good governance means 
good economics, and both cannot take place without investing in our 
most valuable resource: the Filipino people. Implementing reform to 
institutionalize transparency and accountability in government was key 
to showing our people that they could once again trust their key 
institutions: trust therefore became the foundation of cooperation, 
leading to a more productive working relationship between the people 
and government. 
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Aside from this, we are also focused on implementing projects that 
equip our people with education and employment, provide access to 
proper health and social services, all so that they can lead dignified 
lives. In the end, we are championing inclusive growth: growth in which 
every last Filipino feels the economic benefits of our development. This 
translates to a skillful and productive workforce, which will easily 
redound to an active consumer market, fostering the ground for more 
investments and business. Indeed: inclusiveness is more than just about 
economic benefits being felt by all; inclusiveness is also and more 
importantly about each and every one contributing to further progress. 

 

As we have seen in the Philippines, the quest for development is 
one that necessitates the participation and empowerment of the entire 
citizenry. It stands to reason, then, that we as leaders should also listen 
to the voices of our people. These kinds of forums give us the chance to 
do precisely this. By allowing our civil society to engage in dialogues 
such as these, we are enabling them to become active participants in 
strengthening our ASEAN community. By creating more opportunities for 
collaboration and partnerships with citizens, we are promoting a 
balanced community, one that not only uplifts our peoples’ welfare, but 
also empowers them as contributors in our growth as a region.  

Thank you and good day.  


