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Excellencies, Prime Ministers, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is my great honour to attend for the first time the ASEAN 
Leadership Forum, which is an important Forum for the exchange of 
views on ensuring the timely establishment of the ASEAN Economic 
Community. 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation 

to the Government of Malaysia as the Chair of ASEAN in 2015, which 
is a significant year for the announcement of the ASEAN Community 
at the end of this year. Lao PDR as the incoming chair of ASEAN in 
2016, which is the first year that ASEAN has officially become one 
Community, is making preparations and readiness for the 
responsibility of being ASEAN chair to continue important missions of 
ASEAN.  

 
The Lao PDR high values the various initiatives announced 

throughout Malaysia’s chairmanship, which in my view these 
initiatives will bring the highest benefits to the people of the ASEAN 
Community. To ensure continued sustainable and fair development, 
ASEAN should focus on the following: 

 

 Strengthen capacity of the Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MSMEs) in ASEAN to ensure sustainable regional 
economic growth.  

 Continue enhancement of cooperation on connectivity 
particularly comprehensive infrastructure development in the 
region to ensure the flow of goods and facilitate people-to-
people links and exchange, which will contribute to economic 
integration, and further promoting trade, investment and tourism 
in the region. In this regard, I am of the view that the 



establishment of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 
(AIIB) will be another important funding source for infrastructure 
development in ASEAN Member States as well as other 
countries outside the region. 

 ASEAN still needs to continue efforts to narrow the 
development gap, eliminate poverty, ensure comprehensive 
distribution of income among the people and improve the 
livelihoods of the people. 

 Continue the efforts to complete negotiations on establishing 
Free Trade Area with Dialogue Partner countries that are still 
ongoin, including negotiations on Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP) to ensure timely conclusion. 

I hope and am confident that the Lao PDR will receive full 
support for these focus areas from ASEAN Member States, 
particularly support from the government and private sector as well as 
external partners, financial institutions, international organizations 
and other relevant stakeholders. 

I wish this Forum constructive and fruitful discussions.   

Thank you. 


