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Excellency Mr. Dato Sri Mohd Najib Tun Razak, 

Excellencies, 
The Chairman of the ASEAN Leadership Forum- Mr. Tan Sri 

Michael Yeoh, 
Guests and Delegates, 

 

Mingalarpar, 
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I am delighted to speak at this opening ceremony of the 

12th ASEAN Leadership Forum held in conjunction with the 

26th ASEAN Summit in Kuala Lumpur. 

 

We all are aware that this year 2015 is a critical year in  

ASEAN Community Building and it will remain a milestone 

in realizing our ultimate goal to build the unified ASEAN 

with One Vision, One Identity and One Community. 
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Furthermore, the significance of this year lies in the 

finalization of the post-2015 Agenda and Vision to further 

enhance the ASEAN integration. 

  

Against this backdrop, we recognize the importance of 

the ASEAN Leadership Forum. Twelve years have passed 

since the formation of this annual ASEAN Leadership 

Forum.  
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Nowadays, it has earned the reputation as a leading 

regional programme which brings together the Leaders of 

ASEAN and the Business Leaders, civil societies, academia 

and think tanks of the ASEAN region.  

 

While recognizing that this forum will concentrate on 

ASEAN’s post-2015 agenda and vision, I find that the 

objective of the forum as timely, appropriate and helpful to 

our present and future obligations on ASEAN Community.  
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I believe that the discussions today will compliment the 

work of ASEAN governments at regional and national levels 

in achieving the goals of the road maps of ASEAN’s three 

main pillars. We must ensure that the creation of an 

environment that ensures harmony, happiness and security 

to the people of ASEAN must be based upon our shared 

principles, values and norms. It is our responsibility to 

advance for an inclusive and participatory community with 

reputable livelihood of our peoples.  
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The people-oriented and people-centred ASEAN that we 

are aspiring to, is to be built upon enhanced engagement 

and networking among individuals, businesses and 

organizations in the ASEAN region. At the same time, the 

role of the private sector, civil societies, academia and the 

media is also very important that will add value to the 

governments’ efforts in ensuring people with the ASEAN 

sense of belonging.   
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In order to meet our aspirations for a people-centered 

ASEAN, it is incumbent on us to fully realize the ASEAN 

Connectivity in all three aspects of physical connectivity, 

institutional connectivity and people-to-people connectivity.  

I believe this forum will generate useful inputs to expedite 

the connectivity projects.  
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Such are the trends that we anticipate for the ASEAN 

Community that will emerge at the end of 2015. I believe 

that achieving our aspirations depends largely on ASEAN’s 

cooperation with dialogue partners and other regional 

partners and by upholding ASEAN’s centrality in the 

evolving regional architecture.  
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 In conclusion, I would like to underscore the on-going 

process of ASEAN integration. This process is the basis to 

address the overarching elements in the ASEAN Community 

and also to deal with the challenges of the future. As we all 

are gathered in this annual event, I am confident that we 

will share and explore practical ideas in this regard at this 

12th ASEAN Leadership Forum.  

I thank you. 


