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Speech by Chairman, ASEAN Leadership Forum & CEO, ASLI at the Opening of the 
12th ASEAN Leadership Forum held in conjunction with the ASEAN Summit on 26th 

April 2015 at the Mandarin Oriental Hotel, Kuala Lumpur 
 
 
 
HRH The Sultan of Perak Darul Ridzuan – Paduka Seri Sultan Nazrin Muizzuddin Shah; 
 
H.E. Samdech Hun Sen - Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia; 
 
H.E. U Thein Sein - President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar; 
 
H.E. Leung Chin Ying - Chief Executive, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region; 
 
YB Dato’ Seri Abdul Wahid Omar – Minister in the Prime Minister’s Department, Malaysia; 
 
H.E. Gregory Domingo - Secretary of the Department of Trade and Industry, Philippines 
representing the President of the Philippines; 
 
H.E. Mrs. Khemmani Pholsena – Minister of Industry and Commerce, Laos representing the Prime 
Minister of Laos; 
 
Excellencies, Ministers from the ASEAN countries; 
 
Tan Sri Jeffrey Cheah – Chairman, ASLI and Sunway Group; 
 
Tan Sri Azman Mokhtar – Chairman, AXIATA and Managing Director, Khazanah Nasional Berhad; 
 
Excellencies, Tun, Tan Sri-Tan Sri, Datuk-Datuk, Distinguished Guests, Ladies & Gentlemen; 
 
On behalf of the Organising Committee and ASLI, I am pleased to extend a warm welcome to all of 
you to the 12th ASEAN Leadership Forum.  I am particularly delighted to welcome the Leaders of the 
ASEAN Member States, H.E. U Thein Sein, President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar and 
H.E. Samdech Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, who are present with us this 
afternoon, as well as Mr. C.Y. Leung, the Chief Executive of Hong Kong Special Administrative 
Region. 
 
This year we are especially honoured to welcome His Royal Highness the Sultan of Perak Darul 
Ridzuan, Paduka Seri Sultan Nazrin Muizzuddin Shah.  The ASEAN Leadership Forum and ASLI 
are proud to confer on HRH Sultan Nazrin Muizzuddin Shah, Sultan of Perak Darul Ridzuan The 
ASEAN Lifetime Achievement Award for His Highness distinguished contributions to ASEAN studies 
and Southeast Asia research.  His Royal Highness Sultan Nazrin holds a BA(Hons) degree in 
Philosophy, Politics and Economics from Oxford University, a Masters in Public Administration and 
a PhD in Political Economy and Government from Harvard University.  His research interests are in 
the areas of economics and political development in Southeast Asia.  His Royal Highness is 
Chancellor of the University of Malaya, Honorary Fellow of Worcester College, University of Oxford 
and Eminent Fellow of ISIS Malaysia.  We are deeply honoured that His Royal Highness has so 
graciously consented to accept the ASEAN Lifetime Achievement Award, which was last conferred 
in 2001 on the late Lee Kuan Yew and Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad.  On behalf of all of us, I wish to 
also extend our humble felicitations and heartiest congratulations to Your Royal Highness on your 
official Installation next week. 
Mejunjung kasih Tuanku. 
 
 
Excellencies, Ladies & Gentlemen, 
The ASEAN Leadership Forum is an annual Forum held in conjunction with the April Summit each 
year bringing together Leaders from Government, Business, Academia and Civil Society to 
brainstorm and discuss on the key issues and strategic challenges facing ASEAN. 
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ASEAN has come a long way and is on the threshold of the ASEAN Economic Community as a 
single market and single production base, with a population of 620 million and a GDP of USD2.4 
trillion, making ASEAN the 7th largest economy in the world.  ASEAN is essential for continued 
peace, stability and prosperity in Southeast Asia and that it has kept peace in the region for 50 
years is testimony to ASEAN’s resilience and success. 
 
ASEAN’s future will to a great extent depends on the 4C’s – Community building, Connectivity, 
Competition and Centrality.  At the same time, ASEAN must also focus more on the 4I’s which are 
the key drivers of its future prosperity – Infrastructure development, Innovation, Inclusive 
development and Investment.  It is pertinent to note that FDI inflows into ASEAN last year has 
topped investment inflows into China. 
 
Post 2015, ASEAN faces more challenges as we are now in a new world facing new challenges and 
external shocks.  Each country has its own issues to solve.  But ASEAN working towards the AEC 
needs a new tempo of enhanced private sector participation and a more concerted push to reduce 
and eliminate non-tariff measures.  The phenomenal growth of the middle class in ASEAN will drive 
private demand and domestic consumption within ASEAN.  The rise of the middle class will also 
give rise to a new agenda of social issues in the region such as environmental issues, rising 
inequalities, managing diversities and greater call for democratization and enhanced protection of 
human rights.  Security issues and non traditional security threats need to be also addressed. 
 
Excellencies, Ladies & Gentlemen, 
 
As we advance towards an ASEAN community, there must be a stronger sense of ASEAN 
consciousness – a common identity in ASEAN and of ASEAN.  The socialization of ASEAN among 
the younger people is especially important so as to achieve a greater sense of regional social 
cohesiveness.  Towards this end, we organised the ASEAN Young Leaders Roundtable to provide a 
platform for younger ASEAN emerging leaders to express their views and to have their voice heard.  
In this regard, I would like to propose the establishment of an ASEAN Peoples Friendship 
Association to promote closer links between the people of ASEAN and to make ASEAN more 
relevant to the people and be more people centric.  The proposed ASEAN Peoples Friendship 
Association can promote shared values among the ASEAN people so that ASEAN can become a 
community of common values rather than just a community of interests.  In the pursuit of the 
ASEAN Economic Community, there must also be equal determination to focus on the realization of 
the ASEAN Social and Cultural Community and the Political and Security Community. 
 
In conclusion, I call upon the Leaders of ASEAN to push the envelope to close the missing links and 
gaps and to move from the traditional approach of consensus decision making based on lowest 
common denominators so as to achieve a quantum leap.  ASEAN Leaders need to take bold 
decisions.  I recall the former President of Indonesia, Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono spoke about the 
doubling the GDP of ASEAN and halving the poverty level to make a quantum leap for ASEAN. 
 
We hope this 12th ASEAN Leadership Forum will add to a healthy debate and deliberation on 
ASEAN’s future – its challenges and prospects ahead taking into account views not only from 
business but the younger generation, the civil society and academia.  I would like to once again 
thank the Leaders and Ministers for your kind presence with us.  My thanks also go to all the 
distinguished speakers and moderators for your participation.  Thank you also to all our Partners 
and Sponsors for your support of this Forum.  A big Thank you to AXIATA for being the Title 
Sponsor for the past 5 years and for renewing the contract to be Title Sponsor for the next 5 years.  
I wish to also thank MITI for your generous sponsorship for the Forum Lunch tomorrow.  Our 
appreciation also goes to Wisma Putra and the ASEAN Division for assistance rendered to us. 
 
Once again, I thank all the Leaders and Ministers for your kind presence today. 
 
Thank you 


