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WCEF High Tea and Special Conferment Ceremony 

Speech by 

YB Dato’ Sri Liow Tiong Lai 

Minister of Transport 

10th February 2015 
 

 

Tan Sri Michael Yeoh, 

Chairman of the World Chinese Economic Forum and CEO of ASLI 

 

Tun Dr. Ling Liong Sik, 

Chairman of UTAR Council, Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman 

 

Dato' Seri Mohd Nazir bin Tun Abdul Razak, 

Chairman of CIMB Group 

 

Distinguished guests,  

 

Members of media,  

 

Ladies and gentlemen.  

 

Good evening and Salam Sejahtera, 

 

1. I would like to begin by congratulating the World Chinese Economic Forum 

(WCEF) and its Chairman Tan Sri Dato’ Dr Michael Yeoh, who is also the Chief 

Executive Officer of Asian Strategy & Leadership Institute (ASLI) for the very 

successful 6th World Chinese Economic Forum that was held in Chongqing, 

China last December.  

 

2. It is important that Malaysian think-tanks like ASLI drive such global initiatives 

and it is certainly impressive that leaders from 20 countries and 800 delegates 

attended WCEF, making it the biggest thus far.  

 

3. One of the main goals of the Forum is to advocate the emergence of the new Silk 

Road between China and South East Asia, as well as exploring China’s 

imperative role to Asia’s and the world’s economy. Along with the cooperation 

with China’s Council for the Promotion of International Trade, the Forum has 

successfully created a platform for the global economy to tap into the resources 

of the Chinese business entrepreneurs.  

 

4. It is with this objective in mind that our fellow Malaysians were awarded with 

the Lifetime Achievement Award by the WCEF. The acknowledgment by 

WCEF for their significant contribution to their respective fields has not only 
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highlighted the purpose of WCEF but has also helped to position Malaysia as 

well.  

 

5. My heartiest congratulations goes to Tun Dr. Ling Liong Sik, UTAR’s Council 

Chairman, also to Dato' Seri Mohd Nazir bin Tun Abdul Razak, CIMB’s Group 

Chairman for the conferment of WCEF’s Lifetime Achievement Award for their 

remarkable contribution to the country and region’s socio-economic progress, 

particularly in the fields of education and banking and financial services.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

6. The achievement of this Forum reinforces the important role China’s economy 

plays in relation to the rest of the world, and it falls upon us – both governments 

and business communities – to strengthen our cooperation framework in order to 

effect mutual benefit across the board. 

 

7. With that being said, it has been a pleasure and a proud moment for me as I 

observe the growing recognition of the role WCEF plays in charting new 

frontiers for attaining sustainable economic development in the “Asian Century”. 

As such, I am truly honoured to be appointed as Honorary Advisor to WCEF.  

 

8. Our vibrant private sector economy coupled with our stable political 

environment, has provided the opportunity for Malaysia to emerge as a gateway 

for China’s investment in ASEAN. This positions us in a more competitive 

environment and act as a stepping-stone for China’s investment in the region.  

 

9. Aside from this, China would be able to leverage on the fact that Malaysia has 

been ranked as the top 20 investor-friendly nations for the period of 2014 to 

2018, according to The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU)’s latest Business 

Environment Rankings.  

 

10. China will also be able to tap into our uniquely multi-cultural talent pool that is a 

reflection of the world’s greatest civilisations and religions, which in itself is an 

advantage for a better understanding of the region.  

 

11. Moreover, on behalf of the Government, I wish to reiterate that it is our intention 

to remain a trustworthy partner to China in order to be part of realising the 

Republic’s ambition to see that the “Maritime Silk Road of the 21st Century” 

project comes to fruition.  

 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 
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12. Our relationship with China has been established for the past 40 years led by no 

less than Dato’ Seri Nazir’s late father, our great Prime Minister, Tun Abdul 

Razak. This relationship is based on a strong bond of mutual respect and a vision 

to grow a partnership of progress for both our nations.  

 

13. We have been able to boost our infrastructural development via a sustainable 

public-private partnership which is evidenced by the launch of the Malaysia-

China Kuantan Industrial Park in 2013. In relation to this, a sister port 

Memorandum of Understanding has also been signed between the Kuantan Port 

and the Qinzhou Port, which will connect China with the Western world by sea, 

while paving the way for greater bilateral trade between Malaysia and China.  

 

14. Apart from these initiatives, we are also looking forward to the completion of the 

5,000km Singapore-Kunming Rail Link over the next few years. Once this 

railway is completed, it will have the ability to further enhance trade ties 

between China, Malaysia along with the ASEAN region.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

15. As Chairman of ASEAN this year, Malaysia will be playing a leading role in 

shaping the future direction of the region. We aim to move towards a more 

“people-centred ASEAN” where moderation will be widely practised and 

diplomatic means will be employed in the face of any conflict.  

 

16. With the commencement of the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC), the 

Government will also shoulder greater responsibility in efforts to widen the 

scope for development and cooperation, especially between ASEAN and China.  

 

17. On that note, I would like to thank Tan Sri Michael Yeoh and ASLI once again 

for hosting today’s ceremony. With the presence of everyone here, I am certainly 

encouraged by the support given to the WCEF and its contribution. Trust this 

will lead to further debates on creating a new sustainable economic order that is 

befitting of the “Asian Century”. 

 

Thank you 


