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Bismillahirrahmanirrahim 

Peace Be upon Us All, 

His Excellency,Li Yuan Chao[: lie yuên chao], Vice President of The People's 

Republic of China, 

His Excellency, Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin, Deputy Prime Minister of Malaysia, 

His Excellency,Jiang Zengwei[: ciang cêng wéi], Chairman of CCPIT 

Your Excellency, Tan Sri Lee Kim Yew[: lie kimyiu], Founder & Patron of WCEF, 

Your Excellency,Tan Sri Michael Yeoh[: tan sri maikêl yo], Chairman, World Chinese 

Economic Forum and Chief Executive Officer, Asian Strategy & Leadership Institute 

(ASLI), 

Professor Dien Syamsuddin, Chairman of Muham-madiyah, one of the biggest 

Islamic Organization in Indonesia, 

Excellencies Ministers and Ambassadors, 

Distinguished Business Leaders,  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

 It is a great honor for me to be here, to address this very special Forum.  

 

 While I have been to China countless times before, this is the first time I have 

the pleasure to visit the beautiful city of Chongqing.  I never realized that Chongqing 

is the biggest city in the World by it’s size and population.  It is also my first time 

attending the World Chinese Economic Forum.   

 

 I wish to commend the work of the World Chinese Economic Forum and its 

nobel objective to provide a common platform that can positively connectChina, the 

region, the west and the diasporas. 
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 When I received the invitation to join this Forum,I immediately agreed.  I am 

honoured  to be the member of this great family of the World Chinese Economic 

Forum.  

 

 The Republic of Indonesia and the People's Republic of China have been 

bound by a strategic partnership.As Indonesia's sixth President, It has been a great 

pleasure for me to advance coope-rationand friendship between our nations.The 

potentials on both sides are simply enormous.   

 

 And I am delighted also to see that the ethnic Chinese in Indonesia have 

taken active part in promoting economic relations, as well as educa-tional and 

cultural opportunities.  This is something that we should continue to encourage. 

 

 Like China, Indonesia has had a difficult history: for many centuries we were 

colonized, exploited and oppressed.  The ethnic-Chinese has been part of 

Indonesia's struggle for freedom, dignity and nationhood for a very long time.  Ethnic 

Chinese is not a big community : they form 1,2 % of Indonesia's total population, 

which amounts to 2,8 million ethnic Chinese out of 240 million Indone-sians.  

Contrary to popular stereotype, only a few ethnic Chinese are wealthy.  Most of them 

are actually just enough for simple living, as well as middle-class people who are 

proud, patriotic and hard workers who earn every penny they make, and who want 

the best for their family. 

 

 There have been some difficult periods in our history for our ethnic Chinese 

brothers and sisters.There were times when ethnic Chinese felt unfairly treated and 

even discriminated. We are not proud of that episode in our history. 
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 But things have indeed changed. 

 

 Today, ethnic Chinese are very much part of the new Indonesia that has 

evolved.   

 

 There are now special news programs in Indo-nesian television which are all 

in Chinese-language. And significantly, in contrast with the past, there have been 

quite a number of ethnic-Chinese Indo-nesians serving as Ministers  in our cabinet.  

There are many ethnic-Chinese  in the political parties and in the Parliament. 

ChineseNew Year is a signi-ficant national holiday, and as President, I never missed 

the Chinese New Year celebrations.  Like elsewhere, Chinese New Year is 

celebrated in a festive way by millions of Indonesians -- some of whom happily line-

up to get "angpaw" from generous givers.    

 

 All this is part of a 21st century Indonesia, a nation that emerged out of a 

painful financial, social and political crises in 1998, and has reformed and 

transformed ever since.   

 

 And what has happened in Indonesia spotlights two particular points that I 

believe are critical not just to the future of Indonesia but to humanity in the 21st 

century. 

 

 The first is multi-culturalism.  This is critical for Indonesia because we rank 

among the world's most diverse nation, with hundreds of ethnic groups living in a 

large country of 17,000 islands.  Which is why our national motto is "Bhinneka 

Tunggal Ika", unity in diversity.  Multiculturalism is at the core of our nationalism, and 

form the glue that hold our nation together.  In our multiculturalism, every ethnic 
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group is respected and has its own rightful place at the table, every culture is 

precious, everyone is equal, and every religion is important and protected by the 

state and by our law.  No one ethnic group dominates.   

 

 I am pleased to see that multi-culturalism is now the new "politically correct" 

on the global stage, and it is now practiced in many countries that previously did not 

pay much attention to it.  This is a good thing.  But I must say that I am also 

concerned to witness the growing pressures on multiculturalism.  Religious 

fanaticism and bigotry persist.  In some parts of the western world, Islamophobia is 

rising.  Radicalism is growing, as we witness with the emergence of ISIS.  Millions of 

young people are jobless, and thus become restless, which means they can become 

bitter and less tolerant of others. 

 

 We all need to be more vigilant in responding this trend.  We can neither 

dismiss it nor turn the other cheek.  We have to push back.  We have to promote 

multiculturalism, which means promoting brotherhood and tolerance, and defend it 

when it is under attack. 

 

 The growth of our ethnic Chinese community fits perfectly with 

multiculturalism that we embrace in Indonesia. 

 

 The second important point is meritocracy.   

 

 I supposed many of you know what merito-cracy is ~ but believe it or not, it is 

a term that many people are barely familiar with.  Meritocracy means that everyone 

can have the same oppor-tunity, irrespective of his or her ethnicity, or religion, or 

gender, or age.  Any country that practices merito-cracy will be better placed to reach 
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for success.   

 

 In the capital city of Jakarta, we now have a Governor, Basuki or popularly 

known as Ahok.Previously, Ahok ran for the office of regent in the regency of Bangka 

Belitung, whose population is predominantly Christian and Malays.  But the popu-

lation voted for Ahok, even though he was ethnic Chinese and a Christian.  This is 

meritocracy.It is an important and healthy social and political trend. 

 

 Ethnic Chinese, like other ethnic groups in Indonesia, are excelling in various 

fields, including politics, because we live in an environment of growing meritocracy. 

 

 Indeed, this is something that the Chinese diaspora worldwide knows only too 

well.  As immigrants in foreign lands, the Chinese diaspora, like all other immigrant 

communities, must try harder to adapt, assimilate and succeed.  In the process, they 

become very tough, very enterpre-neurial, and very innovative.  As a result, today, 

the Chinese diaspora have arguably become the largest group of diasporas in the 

world, and among the most powerful as an economic, social and cultural -- and even 

political -- force. 

 

 In my time, I too have tried to engage the Indonesian diasporas.  Worldwide, 

we have about 6 million Indonesian citizens, but there are many more millions of 

people of Indonesian heritage who have assumed foreign citizenship yet remain 

culturally attached to Indonesia.  The size of Indonesian diasporas is smaller 

compared to Chinese disporas, but they are fast emerging as a formidable partner 

for our progress and prosprerity.   

 

 Today, the diasporas are assuming a much more important role -- as agents of 
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change, as bridge-builders, as pioneers, and as peace makers.  They aredefinitely  

an effective force for goodwill and shared prosperity. 

 

 The diasporas are also an important part of the evolving relations between 

China and ASEAN countries. 

 

 In the past 2 decades, the relations between China and ASEAN have grown 

phenomenally.China is perhaps the largest trading partner for almost all -- if not all -- 

ASEAN member countries.  Many of the 100 million Chinese tourists each year find 

their holiday in Southeast Asia.  And many of ASEAN business -- including 

Indonesians -- are actively betting their future on the huge Chinese market.Relations 

have become intense across the board for both sides. 

 

 This mutual symbiosis between ASEAN and China will only grow in the 

coming years.  Both ASEAN economies and China, with combined population of 1,8 

billion people, are driving world economic growth.  Despite the economic upturns and 

downturns, there is every likelihood that the middle-cass in ASEAN and China will 

continue to grow -- in Indonesia alone, it is estimated that some 6 million people join 

the middle class every year. 

 

 And next year, ASEAN will enter into a new historic page with the enactment 

of the ASEAN Community in 2015.  All ASEAN member countries have been working 

hard to anticipate and prepare for this historic Community.  It is become a game 

changer, and will steadily transform relations among ASEAN countries, and thus 

transform the region.   

 

 As ASEAN becomes a Community, China will continue to be of enormus 
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importance to ASEAN.How could it not: China this year has already become, 

according to the IMF, the largest economy in the world in terms of PPP.  There is no 

question that our future, our prosperity, will be strongly linked to China.  If China and 

ASEAN work together constructively, that will serve as a critical bulding block for 

peace for our region. 

 

 We in ASEAN therefore have a lot riding on the success of China's "peaceful 

development". That’s why we welcome peaceful rise of China. 

 

 We want China to continue growing, prospering in a condition of stability, and 

benevolent relations with its neighbors and with the world.   

 

 We want to develop relations with China based on equality, and mutual 

respect.  This relationship has to bring mutual benefits, and it has to be for the long-

term. 

 

 We want to see China's economy and foreign policy evolve in ways that 

contributes to fostering stable and peaceful strategic environment, and one marked 

by increasing trust and partnership. 

 

 And we want to see China's growth empower-ing the region, spreading 

prosperity and goodwill across the region, helping our efforts to uplift the lives of our 

people. 

 

 We also want to see vibrant people-to-people contacts -- between our 

students, our enterpre-neurs, our tourists, our artists and others -- because it is they 

who will make our relationship strong. 
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 This World Chinese Economic Forum, well into its 6th year, is a testament of 

China's growing global role, of the positive impact of the diasporas, and of the closer 

connections between China and ASEAN.   

 

 I feel priveleged to have been part of this process, and I remain committed, in 

my new capacity as formerPresident, to continue to advance our enduring friendship 

and cooperation. 

 

 I thank you.	


