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SECOND DRAFT

The Economy and Environment in Malaysia:

A matter of balance and mutual necessity

We live in an age of sustainability based on the reconciliation and allocation of mutual
necessities and priorities. These include the climate itself, the natural environment and
the questions of fuel, energy, food prices, sanitation and water. ?noverty, health,

Alyfgry

There is no absolute benchmark or standard, but there remains the requirement to

employment, living standards and democracy.

establish a reasonable equilibrium between these competing factors because most of them
are interrelated and interdependent. So also with the issue of the Malaysian and regional

economy and the democratic obligations owed to its people.

Let me give an analogy from our own experience. We are, here in the United Kingdom
and Europe, deeply entrenched in a debate about pianning iaws, the needs of energy and
fuel and food prices and also about nuclear energy, coal and carbon capture, CO2 and
wind turbines. But do we not also need to remember that, in striking the balance between
living standards, empl;jyment and obligations to our own people, that over the centuries
we have called upon our timber for the Navy in the 16" to 18" Centuries, followed then
by the advantages and the disadvantages the pollution and disease which followed in the
wake of the Industrial Revolution, the creation of the railways which massively improved
communication and ultimately living standards? Where are our forests now? Where are
our hedgerows and our ancient woodlands and habitats? | have particular experience of

this because | was some time ago engaged in advising on matters relating, for example, to 44

the New Forest and Epping Forest, now sz«%ed by urban sprawl and ¢ f‘on/j, J J Wi, ;
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[ mention all this because itis 1mp0rtant for us to reflect on our relative experience and [, Zinwo™s

heritage, whilst of course living in the present. In Malaysia over the past century, there

has been the development by the then British administration of the rubber and tin






